
On Saturday, April 17, the fences will
come down, the dust will be cleared, and
all the paths will be opened as the Santa
Ana Zoo celebrates the grand opening of
its spectacular “Tierra de las Pampas”
exhibit. The Tierra de las Pampas (meaning
“Land of the Grasses”) exhibit occupies
the northwestern corner of the Santa Ana
Zoo and is the first of four major biomes
(grasslands, forests, wetlands, and deserts)
that will join the Crean Family Farm to
establish five unique themed areas in the
Zoo.

Be prepared to experience the wonders
of the South American grasslands in this
immersive exhibit, which includes two
new multi-species displays. The first of
these areas will house a breeding pair of
Giant Anteaters, which range from 6 to 8
feet long, weigh up to 160 pounds, and
have sticky tongues that can extend 24
inches outside the mouth at a rate of 150
times a minute! The second will house
the Greater Rheas, the largest known
American birds, which are flightless but
have keen eyesight and hearing. Joining
them will be the Guanacos, the tallest
wild mammals of South America, which

can spit up to six feet with a particularly
uncanny aim.

Throughout the exhibit, you will learn
about the “pampas” through education
nodes, interpretive graphics, and interactive
elements (physical and tactile). The majestic
Ombu tree serves as a landmark for this
beautiful realm. It can grow up to 60' tall
and is a “survivor” because its wood is
soft and spongy, retaining nearly 80% of
available water. And it is not grazed upon
because its sap is poisonous! The Pampas
is considered to be one of the most
endangered habitats on earth due to
extensive livestock grazing and farming
practices that make it one of the richest
cultivated regions in the world – but that
also are threats to its existence.

This endangered land will be available
right here in your own backyard when
you come and visit us in the urban oasis
that is the Santa Ana Zoo.

A special “Sneak Peek” event will take
place for Zoo Members only on Saturday,
April 10. Be among the first to see the
anteaters and view this new exhibit by join-
ing as a Zoo Member and visiting the Zoo
on April 10 between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.
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The Wait Is Almost Over:
Tierra de las Pampas Grand Opening April 17!

Mother Nature has produced a number
of “unlikely” animals: wrinkled-faced bat,
duck-billed platypus, and star-nosed mole
come to mind. However, surely the Giant
Anteater ranks near the top of the list.
How else would you describe a fist-walking,
parasol-tailed, two-foot long tongue slurper,
with a snout to rival the most bizarre
caricature of the legendary Jimmy Durante.
For those of you too young to remember,
he was an actor/singer famous in the 40s
and 50s for his very prominent nose, also
an answer to a trivia question, who was
known as the “Schnoz”

On the other hand, the Giant Anteater
could be described as the perfectly
designed creature that does what it does
better than any other animal (with the
exception of the African aardvark), and
that is eat ants and termites. Despite its
odd appearance, the Giant Anteater’s
peculiar features are uniquely suited for
its survival. Found in Central and South
America it ranges from tropical forests to
savannahs in search of ants and termites,
which make up its diet.

Although they have poor eyesight,
anteaters have an incredible sense of smell
that unerringly leads them to the termite
mounds. Their long snout is actually not
their nose but rather an elongated jaw
that lacks incisor and canine teeth. The
toes end in curved claws up to four inches
long. To protect the sharpness of the
claws for ripping holes into the termite
mounds, they walk on their fists with
their claws curled up off the ground.
Once the termite mound is breached, the
two-foot long tongue housed in the
elongated jaw goes to work.

A combination of microscopically small

spikelike projections and sticky saliva
secure the ants and termites to the
tongue, which is then pulled back into the
jaw where they are swallowed. The
process is repeated up to 160 times a
minute. During a day’s foraging the Giant
Anteater can consume up to 35,000 ants
or termites. Interestingly, the Giant
Anteater practices sustainable harvesting
of termites. It does not destroy the termite
mound but breaks into it just enough to
feed for a minute or so and then moves
on to the next mound. This practice also
reduces the exposure to counterattacks
by swarms of biting termites. The popula-
tion of termites is not devastated and can
easily repair the damage to their mound.
This practice ensures the anteater another
meal on its next visit to that particular
termite mound. This sustainable practice
of utilizing natural resources is something
humans have begun to consider only
relatively recently. That prompts an idea
for a spinoff of a popular game show that
we could call, “Are We Smarter than an
Anteater?” Yes, we can learn a lot from

Mother Nature.
The Giant Anteater shuffles from

mound to mound in its daily routine of
sniffing and slurping, but if the sun rays
become too oppressive, or a brief rain
shower moves through, it curls up into a
ball and uses its massive tail as a parasol
to protect it from the elements. A large
anteater may be up to seven feet in total
length, half of it being its bushy tail.

The Santa Ana Zoo has long wanted
to add the Giant Anteater to the collection.
Our new exhibit, Tierra de las Pampas,
which will open soon, will give our visitors
an opportunity to see this unusual and
uniquely adapted animal up close. In
addition, we hope our pair will produce
offspring and help contribute to the
conservation of the Giant Anteater. In the
wild they are considered threatened with
extinction as only approximately 5,000
exist. In the U.S., zoos exhibit fewer than
100 altogether. Our pair, imported from
Guyana, South America, introduces a new
genetic line to the captive population,
which is valuable to the conservation
efforts. Perhaps, with luck, visitors will be
able to see a baby clinging to its mother’s
back sometime next year. There are a
lot of factors involved in the successful
propagation of any zoo animal, but we
have made every attempt to provide all
the necessary elements in Tierra de las
Pampas to provide an excellent home for
our anteaters. At least, they won’t have
to worry about a jaguar sneaking up on
them in the dead of night. However, they
are quite capable of protecting themselves
by rearing back on their hind legs being
supported by that bushy tail and lashing
out with those four-inch claws.

Nature’s Unlikely Creature
Ron Glazier, Santa Ana Zoo Director, Retired

C
om

m
on

 N
am

e:
Bi

nt
ur

on
g

Sc
ie

nt
ific

 N
am

e:
A

rc
tic

tis
 b

in
tu

ro
ng

D
ist

in
gu

ish
in

g 
C

ha
ra

ct
er

ist
ic

s:
Bi

nt
ur

on
gs

 a
re

 e
xc

el
le

nt
cl

im
be

rs
, a

nd
 t

he
y 

ca
n 

ro
ta

te
th

ei
r 

hi
nd

 le
gs

 b
ac

kw
ar

ds
 s

o
th

at
 t

he
y 

ca
n 

st
ill

 g
ri

p 
on

to
 a

tr
ee

 w
he

n 
cl

im
bi

ng
 d

ow
n 

it
he

ad
 fi

rs
t. 

T
he

y 
ha

ve
 e

lo
ng

at
ed

he
ad

s 
an

d 
po

in
te

d 
m

uz
zl

es
 a

s
w

el
l a

s 
sc

en
t 

gl
an

ds
 u

nd
er

th
ei

r 
ta

il 
an

d 
on

 t
he

ir
 fe

et
.

T
he

y 
us

e 
th

es
e 

an
d 

th
ei

r 
ur

in
e

sc
en

t 
to

 m
ar

k 
ar

ea
s,

 w
hi

ch
 p

ro
du

ce
 a

ve
ry

 d
is

tin
ct

iv
e 

sm
el

l, 
th

at
 o

f b
ut

te
re

d 
po

pc
or

n.
 T

he
y 

us
e

a 
va

ri
et

y 
of

 v
oc

al
iz

at
io

ns
 t

o 
co

m
m

un
ic

at
e,

 in
cl

ud
in

g 
ho

w
ls,

 g
ru

nt
s,

an
d 

hi
ss

es
.

H
ab

ita
t:

Its
 n

at
ur

al
 h

ab
ita

t 
is

 in
 t

he
 c

an
op

y 
tr

ee
s 

in
 r

ai
nf

or
es

ts
of

 B
an

gl
ad

es
h,

 B
hu

ta
n,

 B
ur

m
a,

 C
hi

na
, I

nd
ia

, I
nd

on
es

ia
, L

ao
s,

M
al

ay
sia

, N
ep

al
, t

he
 P

hi
lip

pi
ne

s, 
T

ha
ila

nd
, a

nd
 V

ie
tn

am
. I

t 
is 

m
ai

nl
y

ar
bo

re
al

 a
nd

 n
oc

tu
rn

al
.

W
ild

 D
ie

t:
It 

ea
ts

 p
ri

m
ar

ily
 fr

ui
t, 

bu
t 

al
so

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
kn

ow
n 

to
 e

at
eg

gs
, p

la
nt

 s
ho

ot
s,

 le
av

es
, a

nd
 s

m
al

l a
ni

m
al

s,
 s

uc
h 

as
 r

od
en

ts
or

 b
ir

ds
.

Fa
ct

s:
T

he
 B

in
tu

ro
ng

 g
iv

es
 t

he
 a

pp
ea

ra
nc

e 
of

 a
 c

ro
ss

 b
et

w
ee

n 
a

be
ar

 a
nd

 a
 c

at
, h

en
ce

 t
he

 n
ic

kn
am

e 
“B

ea
r 

C
at

.”
 B

in
tu

ro
ng

s 
ar

e
lis

te
d 

as
 v

ul
ne

ra
bl

e 
in

 s
om

e 
pa

rt
s 

of
 t

he
ir

 r
an

ge
 a

nd
 e

nd
an

ge
re

d
in

 o
th

er
s.

New FOSAZ Executive Board is anxious to work on the many
opportunities that will benefit the Zoo. From left to right:
Mark Harrison, Treasurer; Debbie Friedman, Vice President;
Rip Ribble, President; Steve McGuigan, Secretary.

Construction of Tierra
de las Pampas
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EVERY SECOND TUESDAY of the month:
FREE admission for Santa Ana Residents Day.
$1 Train & Carrousel Discount Day
(2nd Tuesday only).

March 6 - 7
Zoo Birthday Party — All-Zoo party with
music, games and fun; 11AM-2PM – General
Public - FREE with price of admission;
Members – FREE.

March 21
Tierra de las Pampas VIP Donor
Recognition Event - 3 PM.

April 10
Zoo-B-Que and Tierra de las Pampas
Member Sneak Peek! — Sneak Peek of
new exhibit. Members get FREE train rides,
music, crafts, BBQ hot dogs & hamburgers,
opportunity drawing, and extra discounts:
11AM-2PM.

April 17
Tierra de las Pampas Grand Opening! —
Grand Opening of new exhibit. 11AM-2PM.
General Public - FREE with price of admission;
Members – FREE.

April 24
Party for the Planet — All Zoo event with
booths promoting conservation. 11AM-2PM.
General Public - FREE with price of admission;
Members – FREE.

May 15 - 16
University of California Master Gardeners —
Fun activities and helpful information for
the gardening enthusiast: 11AM to 3PM.
FREE with price of admission.

June 13
Sunset at the Zoo — Bring a picnic and
join us for an evening of live music, coffee,
dessert, train rides and animals: 5:30-7:30PM.

June 27
Sunset at the Zoo — Bring a picnic and
join us for an evening of live music, coffee,
dessert, train rides, crafts and animals:
5:30-7:30pm.
July 18
Sunset at the Zoo — Bring a picnic and join
us for an evening of live music, coffee, dessert,
train rides and animals: 5:30-7:30pm.

August 28
Zoofari 2010 — Black tie gala fundraising
dinner/dance: 5:30pm – Midnight.
Dates are tentative and subject to change.
For additional information on any event,
please contact the Friends of Santa Ana Zoo at
(714) 953-855 x12.



Opossum once had a beautiful and full
silver tail. Every day, he would sit beside
the lake and stare at himself in the watery
reflection for hours. “My tail is so beautiful,”
he said, admiring and stroking his bushy
tail, paying little attention to the forest
around him.

One day, Mink jumped into the lake,
exhausted and hot from running away
from the hunters. The hunters loved Mink’s
fur and would always try to catch him.
The water made Mink’s coat sparkle in
the sunlight. 

“Oh my,” Opossum said, “what a
beautiful coat you have! How do you keep
it so sleek and shiny?”

Mink did not approve of Opossum’s
vanity and thought it was dangerous how
Opossum spent all day by the lake, staring
at his reflection and paying little attention
to the forest around him. Mink thought
he would do Opossum a favor. He leaned
closer and whispered, “I use twigs from
the thorny branch tree to brush my coat.

It tugs a little, but it will make your tail
the most distinct in all the forest”

“Really?” Opossum asked.
“I promise,” said Mink. He gave a sly

smile and pointed Opossum in the direction
of the thorny-branch tree.

That night, Opossum camped in front
of the lake and let the moonlight illuminate
his grooming. He combed his bushy tail
with the thorny tree branch and hummed
a song to himself. He combed and combed,
lost in the thought of how beautiful his
tail would look in the morning.

When morning came, Opossum found
that his luxurious tail was no more. The
twig had pulled out all his hair. All that
was left was a thin, ratlike whip of a tail.
Opossum realized he had been tricked
and climbed to the highest branch of the
thorny branch tree, hiding there until
nightfall. To this day, he is embarrassed by
his bare tail and only comes out when the
sun has gone down. 

Family Adventures
Reservation Form

__________________________________
Parent Name

__________________________________
Child(s) Name(s)                  Age(s)

__________________________________
Child(s) Name(s)                  Age(s)

__________________________________
Complete Mailing Address / Street / Apt.#

__________________________________
City / State / Zip Code

__________________________________
Home Phone Number(s) — very important

__________________________________
Name and Date of Workshop

__________________________________
Number of Spaces Reserved

__________________________________
Total Amount of Check:  $
Make Check Payable to
CITY OF SANTA ANA

Please mail Reservation Form
and Payment to:

Education Department
Santa Ana Zoo at Prentice Park

1801 E. Chestnut Avenue
Santa Ana, CA 92701

Zoo Fable The Opossum and the Mink By Marytza Rubio

Kids, send your Zoo art (along with your
name and age) to:
Tom Decker, Friends of Santa Ana Zoo,
1801 E. Chestnut, Santa Ana CA 92701
or e-mail artwork to tdecker@fosaz.org.

C
lip and Save
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al Trading C
ard

K I D S Z O N E
1. TACO (Mink said he used twigs to brush this.)

BONUS:
Now unscramble the letters circled above
to discover this Santa Ana Zoo animal!

Hint: One of the “pampas” animals.

WORD SCRAMBLE From Zoo Fable

2. NOGS (What Opossum hummed to himself.)

Family Adventure Classes
A variety of natural science workshops are offered to the public on Saturdays.

All sessions are geared to a variety of ages and provide an exciting opportunity to
learn about animals and nature firsthand. Reservations and payment must be made in
advance. Call the Zoo Education office at 714-647-6562 for information.

Conservation Education
Theater

Breakfast with the Beasts
Join us early Saturday morning for a

light breakfast of cereal, muffins, fruits,
and juice. In the Crean Family Farm
everyone lends a hand feeding the animals
their breakfast – all before the Zoo
opens to the public. This single-session
workshop is designed for both adults
and children of all ages. Workshop
meets from 8:30–10 AM. Fee is $8 per
FOSAZ member ($12 per person
non-member). Children two and under
are free. Fee includes Zoo admission.
Reservations must be made in advance.
Space is limited.

Saturday, May 22

For those of us who were raised here
in Southern California, we all fondly
remember the cute little one-third-scale
train that rambled around Santa’s Village
in Lake Arrowhead (Skyforest), hauling us
kids on a North Pole extravaganza! In case
you may have misplaced her, engine #1030
and its original train were acquired by the
Friends of Santa Ana Zoo in November
1998 after the 43-year-old attraction
closed to the public. The Zoofari Express,
as she is now known, was first brought
back to its original builder, the Hurlbut
Amusement Company in Buena Park, and
was completely restored. 

Volunteers from the Santa Ana Fire
Department were on hand in December
1998 to level the ground and grade the
right of way for the 1,300 feet of track that
was to be laid around the new children’s
zoo. A brand-new station designed by
DesignARC went under construction
after the final spike had been driven to
the rails. The finished Zoofari Express
attraction opened to the public in February
1999 at the Santa Ana Zoo.

In May 2005, the 50-year old #1030
underwent a conversion from its gasoline
powered motor to a more environmental-
ly friendly electric power source. With no
more gas fumes and less noise around the
animals, this project has had a very positive
impact at the Santa Ana Zoo. At the same

time, the Friends of Santa Ana Zoo
acquired another engine and train, #1036,
to fill-in for #1030 during her remodeling.
Also, electric-powered from eight “golf
cart” batteries, these two engines resem-
ble the popular 1860’s style locomotives
with a
4-4-4 wheel configuration.

Today the Santa Ana Zoo provides
both Carrousel and train rides to over
150,000 visitors every year, along with a
multitude of animal adventures. The
Crean Family Farm provides the perfect
backdrop for the meandering train, and
we encourage you all to come visit this
California landmark.

She’s Alive and Well in Santa Ana by Paul Mac Farland

While visiting the Zoo please stop
by and enjoy the animal presentations
in our Conservation Education Theater.
These presentations are free with zoo
admission.

Weekends 12:00 & 2:30 PM

Wildside Tours

Party for the Planet
Let’s celebrate Mother Earth! Join

us for fun craft activities while learning
about conservation, composting, and
recycling. Activity stations will be set up
from 10:00–2:00 PM. No reservations
required. All activities are free with
Zoo admission.

Saturday, April 24

3. ATULFUBIE
(Mink’s coat and Opossum’s tail are this.) Thank You to Our

Dreamnight/Holidays
with the Critters

Underwriters 2010
Barry & Cathi Hofstetter

Debbie & Tom Newmeyer
Steve & Dannielle Schmidt

Roseanne & Richard Bye
Debbie Friedman

Karen & Rip Ribble
Lesghinka & Ritchie Wilson

Kent Yamaguchi

One of the most exciting things for
visitors and staff alike occurs whenever we
add new animals to our Zoo’s collection.
Tierra de las Pampas brought many new
opportunities, challenges, and much
excitement throughout the process of
acquiring those animals that will call Santa
Ana Zoo their home.

The easiest of the animals to acquire
for the new exhibit were the guanacos.
Although they have disappeared from
many zoological collections over the past
few years, guanacos are still bred at a few
institutions. We were able to acquire an
unrelated male from the San Diego Zoo
to join our resident herd. Any future
offspring from these charismatic cousins
of the llama will greatly benefit the
population of guanacos in the United States.

Accompanying the guanacos in the
grasslands yard are rheas, the largest
birds in the Americas. Like the guanacos,
rheas were once much more common
than they are today. In the 1980s ostrich
ranching was introduced to the United
States agriculture sector and quickly
became a popular and lucrative opportunity.
Along with the ostriches, many people
bred their cousins: rheas and emus. Even-
tually in the mid-1990s the market for these
birds came to a head, and subsequently
sales plummeted. Many ranchers quickly
got out of the business, so now rheas can
be found only with a handful of private
individuals and some zoos. After much

disappointment while contacting numerous
facilities to try to acquire rheas, we learned
that Lion Country Safari in Florida was
kind enough to incubate eggs for us from
their birds. In August and September 2009
we received two shipments of week-old
rhea chicks. Since arriving, these birds have
quickly outgrown every enclosure they
have been kept in and now live outdoors
permanently with our adult bird.

The last animals to complete our exhibit
were the giant anteaters. The histories of
all the giant anteaters in North American
zoos are maintained in a “studbook” by a
“studbook keeper.” Anteaters are often
difficult to acquire, so we started the
process of locating our anteaters for the
upcoming exhibit as soon as possible, in
2007. While we were researching anteaters
at other zoos in North America, the

opportunity arose for us to acquire a pair
of anteaters from a facility in South America
as this would be an important genetic
contribution to the population in the U.S.
With the recommendation of the anteater
management plan through the Association
of Zoos and Aquariums we prepared to
send staff to South America in March 2009
to check the health of the animals with
physical exams, to complete any final
paperwork, and to escort the animals back
to the United States. Thirty hours later
after changing planes both in Trinidad and
Miami, passing inspection by the US
Department of Agriculture, Customs and
Border Protection, and the US Fish and
Wildlife Service…our snuffling, shuffling
anteaters finally made it home to the
Santa Ana Zoo.

Anteaters and Guanacos and Rheas! Oh, My!
By: Ethan Fisher, Zoo Registrar

Zoo Curator, Suzanne Merner and Veterinarian
Scott Weldy, DVM examining crates in Miami

Changing planes in Trinidad

Change. One constant in the zoo world
is change. Our young animals change as
they quickly grow up to become adults.
The same happens to our visitors as the
children once in strollers are now running
on their own. The dormant trees change
as they start to flower and put on new
leaves. This spring there are many exciting
changes coming to the Zoo.

We are opening a brand-new exhibit
and have completely renovated another.
Tierra De Las Pampas, our new Argentine
grasslands exhibit, features rheas, guanacos,
and giant anteaters. You can read more
about the remarkable and majestic giant
anteater and their new home in this
newsletter.

One of our older exhibits has been
completely razed and rebuilt to provide
new homes for some of our monkeys.
The new walkway along our “monkey
row” wraps around this exhibit renovation
and allows easier access to see the
collection. Throughout the rest of this
year look for smaller construction projects
all around the Zoo as we work to make
our animals’ homes even better for them
and for you to experience.

One sad change occurred this winter.
Bill Rothschild was a retired Rockwell
chemist who became a Santa Ana Zoo
docent and led thousands of children on
tours through the Zoo. He loved to read
reference books and research new animals
that were coming to the Zoo. After his
“retirement” from the volunteer docent
program, he continued to write articles

on animals for this newsletter. He passed
away this past December, and his life is a
shining example of how people’s passion
for animals can be shared to enrich the
lives of others. I miss Bill, but his friend-
ship and guidance changed my life and for
that I will be forever thankful. Yes, change
is good.

Zoo Director’s Report by Kent Yamaguchi

Mark Harrison received the Top Point Plaque from President Rip
Ribble for 2009. Congratulations, Mark!

Take a walk on the wild side and hear
the fun stories about our Zoo animals!
Who’s Mr. Mom? Who’s the oldest
animal in the Zoo? Which animal smells
like popcorn? During this Saturday
morning Zoo tour your guide will answer
these and many more questions about
our Zoo animals. This single-session
workshop is designed for both adults
and children of all ages. Workshop
meets from 8:30–10 AM. Fee is $8 per
FOSAZ member ($12 per person
non-member). Children two and under
are free. Fee includes Zoo admission.
Reservations must be made in advance.
Space is limited.

Saturday, May 8
Saturday, June 5

Guanacos Bill Rothschild

Blue-Crowned Mot Mot


